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In Boston Jail lies a colored man, a sailor, named WASHINGTON GOODE, under sentence of 
death. The day of execution is fixed for the 25th of May next. 

Some, well acquainted with the facts of the case, entertain the most serious doubts of his guilt; while 

constantly, and in his most confidential communications to his counsel and otters, he affirms his entire 
innocence. The verdict rests on circumstantial evidence of the most flimsy character; and the source 
from which most even of this comes, is suspicious — given by men and women of the worst reputation. 
No one actually saw the struggle which resulted in the death of Harding. Those who were attracted by 
his cries to the spot, saw some one stealing from the place; and the main point of the case seemed to 
be to determine whether this was Goode. We know how utterly unreliable, how extremely open to 
mistake, is this testimony as to personal identity. The witnesses thought the man was Goode, because 
his clothes resembled Goode’s, though even on this point there is great uncertainty. When it is remem- 
bered that the night was pitchy dark, rainy and foggy, and that the most accurate observers are often 
mistaken as to the identity of persons whom they see m broad daylight, is it not presumptuous to hang a 
man upon the opinion of such witnesses under circumstances like these ? 
- But more than all this, the determination to execute any man, takes a large proportion of the commu- 
nity by surprise. Within a few years there has been a great change of opinion on this subject; and 
even those who had not entirely made up their minds as to the question of repealing the statute, were 
ratified to see that the penalty of death was constantly commuted to imprisonment, So general was 
the opinion that such would be the course of the Executive, that it is not impossible the expectation 
may have had some influence even upon the Jury who convicted Goode. 

What is there in this instance, to take it out of the rule that has prevailed in all the late cases? Tf 
Goode be the murderer, he is stated to have been intoxicated during the evening of the murder. He is 
friendless, ignorant, and neglected. Whatever may be the reader’s opinion as to the general question of 
capital punishment, this surely is not the man to be selected as a victim or example. Friendless, 
brought up without education, passing life in the lowest haunts of vice, belonging to a race systematically 
excluded from most of the influences which soften and elevate man, what has society done for him that 
she can charge him with any very gross abuse of privileges, of sinning against light? Measured by his 
education, how has he deserved this dreadful penalty? It is surcly safe, is it not also wise, to make one 
effort to awaken his better nature? Can he not be put to a better use than to be hung? Sad experi- 
ence shows that the class to which he belongs is beyond the reach of any influence from his fate; and 
every other class looks upon him either with so much pity or contempt, as to feel little but either 
indifference or disgust for his execution. 

Can it be that a desire to see whether, after the repeated commutations of punishment, the penalty of 
death can be inflicted in Massachusetts—a desire to test the question—has had any weight in dooming 
this friendless wanderer on the face of society to the gallows? ‘There have been several outrages of 
late; many condemned to death have been allowed to live in prison; it is about time to take one life, 
and show we can; this man has few to care for him —he isa negro, &c. &c. Such is the reasoning 
which is too often heard. 

Now, our view is, such is just the individual who should be spared. Ignorant, friendless, degraded! 
what good can spring from such an example? All thinking men will look upon it, viewed in connection 
with the many who have been spared, as a barbarous and dastardly murder. 


A coLoRED man, too—one whom society most preéminently injures — doomed, with such inevitable 
certainty, to ignorance and vice, by cruel prejudice and wicked statutes, in almost every part of the 
country—the child of an abused race. Let it not be said that the last man Massachusetts suffered to 
be hung was a colored man! 

Ata meeting of the Massachusetts Society for the Abolition of Capital Punishment, held on Tues- 
day, 27th ult, the following gentlemen were appointed a committee to take measures for saving, if 
possible, this poor man from the Gallows, viz:— i 

Dr. Watter Cuanninc, Wm. Aspinwatt, Esq., Samuen May, Hon. Rosperr Ranrovt, Jr., Evuis 
Gray Lorine, Esq, Epwarp F. Hopes, Esq., Francis Jacxson, Dr. H. I. Bowprteu, Rev. James 
Freeman Criarke, WeENDELL Puituies, C. G. Davis, Esq, Epwarp Heap, Esq, Cuartes Spear, 
Joun W. Browne, Hsq., Jonn A. ANDREW, Esq., Joun M. Spear, Dr. Wm. Pitt, Henry James 
PRENTISS. 

A very large and deeply interesting meeting was held at Tremont Temple, on Friday evening, 6th 
inst., to consider the case of Goode. Hloquent addresses were delivered by Amasa Watker, Esq., 
J. A. Anprew, Esq. Wenprti Paituips, Rev. A. A. Miner, Rey. James Freeman Crarxe, and 
Rev. Wituam H. Cuannine. A committee of gentlemen and ladies was nominated to circulate peti- 
tions in Boston and its vicinity. To the subscribers has been left the duty of circulating petitions 
throughout the State. We urge, most earnestly, every friend of humanity to codperate efficiently with 
us, In Securing signatures to this petition. Let us save the old Commonwealth from the infamy of thus 
sending to the Gallows the poor outcast who lies trembling in her grasp. Give us a few hours, a day, 
to cheer the solitary dungeon of one who has none to look to for sympathy or aid but you. If he must 
die, let not the responsibility of his death rest on us. But public sentiment is too far advanced to 
allow his execution, if it be but faithfully appealed to. Do what we can, and he shall not die, but 
live — perhaps to serve his fellow-men, certainly to be better fitted to meet his end. In the name of 
our common humanity we call on you for aid. 

If our friends throughout the Commonwealth will coéperate speedily and efficiently with us, and allow 
the voices of their towns to be frankly heard, we may hope to save the life of the unfortunate prisoner. 

As the expense of our meetings, printing, postage, &c. rests upon the Committee, if any one is willing 
to aid them in this respect, money may be forwarded to FRANCIS JACKSON or J. M. SPEAR. 

Do not rest satisfied with merely filling the opposite page, but paste on blank sheets. 


In behalf of the Committee, 


JOHN M. SPEAR, 
WENDELL PHILLIPS. 


[>> Petitions may be sent to J. M. SPEAR, 23 Central Court. They should be returned as early 
as the 20th instant. 


BOSTON, Aprit 10, 1849. 
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